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am very ill ? " He complains of great weakness, and of
his weakness increasing. Soon after his illness he
could walk ten miles without being tired, and now he
is overcome by the smallest degree of exercise. He
says that riding agitates his nerves so much that he
shall leave it off. ^Vhether all this is good or bad after
his disorder I do not know. His conduct with the
Princes is very contradictory. One day he does and
says everything that is harsh and severe; the nest day
he is affectionate and tender to the greatest degree- I
believe I told you of his kind reception of the
Duke of York after his duel, yet he wrote his
harsh letter to the Duke of Clarence immediately
after; and now he has written another letter to the
Duke of Clarence, in reply to his answer, full of
goodness and affection, and has expressed also great
indulgence and love for the Duke of York* The fact,
I believe, is, that his weakness obliges him to yield to
the Queen and her faction in doing the harsh things
they require; andj when he finds an opportunity, he
indulges his own disposition of kindness towards his
children. . . .

* Last night we were all at a masquerade at
Hammersmith, given by Mrs. Sturt. You were in-
vited. It is the house that was Lord Melcombe's, and
is an excellent one for such occasions. I went with
Lady Palmerston and Mrs. Crewe, Windham and Tom
Pelham, We did not get home till almost six this
morning. I was very tired of it, being chained to
Mrs. Crewe, who is become a most wearing companion